in her armpit. "l read an article
that said something about certain
chemicals in some lotions that are
toxic to babies. I'll email it to you
from work"

She fills the inbox of a Hotmail
account | gave her, one | haven't
reliably checked since the summer
after college.

But these little crescent moons.
They're sharp on the edges where
they were cut, dull and smooth
along the convex top. Holding
them, it feels like somehow there's
a way to make her be here now, to
move back to where we were a
few months ago, like moving back
to an old apartment. Its an irratio-
nal thought but I've been having
those more lately. | don't know
why its amazing to me that I'm
touching her now, a part of her
she discarded. Like me
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The kid runs across the room
to where I'm slumped in the
corner, the vacuum still roaring.
| wipe my cheeks off on my
shirtsleeve, not catching at all
what he's saying to me. He's got
two hands on one of those
water games, the plastic ones
that look like sea monkey kits
where you shoot jets of air to
toss little rings through the
water trapped inside. The rings
are flying off the spires as he
shakes it, babbling on under
the vacuum cleaner sound. He
slaps a palm on the switch and
it makes its dying motor sound.
All the rings but one are off the
spires.
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